
Unveiling the Top 7 Cheapest Places 

to Live in the World 
 

In an era where the cost of living seems to be perpetually on the rise, finding an affordable place 

to call home can feel like an elusive dream. However, for savvy expatriates, retirees, and digital 

nomads, there are still pockets of the globe where living expenses remain remarkably low. 

Whether you're seeking a change of scenery, a slower pace of life, or simply looking to stretch 

your budget, we've compiled a list of the seven cheapest places to live in the world. 

1. Chiang Mai, Thailand 

 

Nestled in the mountainous region of northern Thailand, Chiang Mai offers an enchanting blend 

of ancient temples, lush landscapes, and a vibrant expat community. With its low cost of living, 

you can rent a comfortable apartment for a fraction of the price compared to Western cities. 

Local markets brim with fresh produce, while street food stalls serve up delicious meals for mere 

pennies. Factor in affordable healthcare, favorable exchange rates, and abundant opportunities 

for cultural exploration, and it's easy to see why Chiang Mai ranks among the top choices for 

budget-conscious travelers. 

2. Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

 

Formerly known as Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City pulsates with energy, from its bustling markets to 

its bustling streets. Despite its rapid development, the cost of living in this dynamic metropolis 

remains remarkably low. Whether you're indulging in a steaming bowl of pho on the sidewalk or 

enjoying a leisurely coffee at a local café, you'll find that your money stretches far in Vietnam. 

With modern amenities, a rich cultural heritage, and a thriving expat scene, Ho Chi Minh City 

offers an unbeatable combination of affordability and excitement. 

3. Lviv, Ukraine 

 

Situated in western Ukraine, Lviv exudes old-world charm with its cobblestone streets, historic 

architecture, and quaint cafes. As one of the most affordable cities in Europe, you'll find that 

your dollars stretch surprisingly far here. Whether you're renting a cozy apartment in the city 

center or dining out at a traditional Ukrainian restaurant, you'll appreciate the excellent value for 

money that Lviv offers. With its vibrant arts scene, thriving nightlife, and proximity to the 

stunning Carpathian Mountains, Lviv promises an enriching experience without breaking the 

bank. 

 

https://chandutravels.com/cheapest-places-to-live-in-the-world/


4. Granada, Nicaragua 

 

Nestled beside the shores of Lake Nicaragua, Granada beckons with its colorful colonial 

buildings, lush landscapes, and laid-back vibe. As one of the cheapest places to live in Central 

America, expatriates flock to this charming city to enjoy its affordable cost of living and warm 

climate. Whether you're strolling through the historic streets or lounging in a hammock by the 

lake, you'll find that life in Granada moves at a refreshingly slow pace. With its welcoming locals, 

vibrant expat community, and affordable real estate options, Granada offers an idyllic retreat for 

those seeking an affordable slice of paradise. 

5. Quito, Ecuador 

 

Perched high in the Andes Mountains, Quito boasts a stunning setting, rich cultural heritage, 

and affordable cost of living. Whether you're exploring the city's historic center, known for its 

well-preserved colonial architecture, or venturing into the surrounding countryside, you'll find 

that Quito offers an array of affordable attractions. With its mild climate, excellent healthcare 

system, and favorable exchange rates, Quito appeals to retirees, digital nomads, and budget 

travelers alike. Whether you're renting an apartment in the city or investing in a property in the 

picturesque suburbs, you'll find that Quito offers an excellent quality of life at a fraction of the 

cost of many Western cities. 

6. Sofia, Bulgaria 

 

As the capital of Bulgaria, Sofia combines a rich history, vibrant culture, and affordable cost of 

living. Whether you're exploring the city's ancient landmarks, dining at a traditional Bulgarian 

tavern, or shopping at the local markets, you'll find that Sofia offers excellent value for money. 

With its modern amenities, efficient public transportation system, and low crime rate, Sofia 

appeals to expatriates seeking an affordable European lifestyle. Whether you're renting a studio 

apartment in the city center or investing in a property in the up-and-coming suburbs, you'll find 

that Sofia offers an attractive blend of affordability and opportunity. 

7. Tbilisi, Georgia 

 

Nestled at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Tbilisi entices with its eclectic mix of cultures, 

stunning architecture, and affordable cost of living. Whether you're exploring the city's historic 

old town, sampling traditional Georgian cuisine, or sipping wine in one of the local vineyards, 

you'll find that life in Tbilisi is both enriching and affordable. With its favorable tax laws, low 

crime rate, and burgeoning startup scene, Tbilisi appeals to entrepreneurs, remote workers, and 

expatriates seeking a vibrant yet affordable lifestyle. Whether you're renting an apartment in the 



city center or investing in a property in the surrounding suburbs, you'll find that Tbilisi offers an 

unbeatable combination of affordability, opportunity, and adventure. 

 

In conclusion, while the cost of living may be on the rise in many parts of the world, there are 

still plenty of affordable destinations waiting to be explored. Whether you're dreaming of sipping 

coffee in a quaint European cafe or soaking up the sun on a tropical beach, these seven 

cheapest places to live in the world offer something for everyone. So why wait? Pack your bags, 

and start your next adventure in one of these budget-friendly destinations today! 
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